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Beginning, Middle, and Ending Template 

Terry Northcutt 

 

 

Beginning 

Engages the Reader. 

Orients the Reader: Who, When, Where, What.  

Presents conflict/ problem, or main idea related to theme. 

 

Middle for Problem or Conflict 

Develops how the problem unfolded over time. 

Leads the reader through the dilemmas, decisions, and solutions you tried. 

Details the emotional roller coaster. Moments of gratification, elation, 

frustration, doubt, and discouragement.  

Details the significant events until the moment when you breathed a sigh of 

relief or claimed victory.  

 

Middle When You’re Developing Ideas about a Theme 

Develops your ideas about the theme. 

Paragraph One—An example related to the main topic presented in the 

opening paragraphs or your thoughts and feelings about a topic. 

Paragraph Two—Digging deeper. Another example related to your main 

topic or other thoughts and ideas about the topic. 

Paragraph Three—The most compelling example related to your topic. 

Review paragraphs to create a progression from least to most significant 

example. 
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Ending 

Might include only one or several of the following: 

Clarifies the meaning of the experience. 

Details how interpretations changed over time. 

Clarifies how the experience shaped you and the direction of your life. 

Details what you learned. 

Leaves the reader with something to think about. 


