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Write Your Life Story 

Revision  

Terry Northcutt 

 

     After you’ve completed a first draft you might want to consider the 

questions listed below. These questions can help you comprehend what 

might be missing, what might need to be eliminated, and what is unclear. 

Additionally, these questions have the potential to help you understand the 

experiences, circumstances, and motivations that impacted your choices in 

life as well as those of others. You begin to grasp the “why” of things, the 

causes and their effects. You see events in terms of different points of view; 

finding empathy, compassion, and sometimes gentle amusement for your 

younger self and others in your life.  You not only deepen your writing, but, 

also, your understanding of yourself, others, and important life events.  

 

Questions to Consider as you Revise 

Does the story or theme make sense? Is everything clear?  

If someone wasn’t there or didn’t know you well would they understand what 

happened, why it happened, why people acted as they did, and why you 

reacted to it and felt about it as you did? 
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Is there a main point to the theme or story? 

Do all the ideas in the piece relate to this main point? 

Should more information be added? 

Reviewing each event what else needs to be said 

about it?  

What else did others say and do that might be 

relevant to what happened? 

Why did it happen? Why else did it happen?  Is this 

really how this happened? 

Have you considered the event from the perspective 

of others involved in the event?       

What else were you thinking and feeling?  

How else might you interpret what happened?  

 

Should some sentences or sections be deleted?  

 Are there words, ideas, or details that are redundant, 

the point already made earlier?  

 Do some sections represent a tangent, ideas or 

details that are unrelated to the main point?  

 Can you say things more succinctly? 

 

Eliminating Unnecessary Words and Phrases  

     Eliminating unnecessary phrases and words will improve the clarity of 

your writing and provide a clean, sharp focus for your ideas. It makes you’re 

writing easy to comprehend, and enjoyable to read.  
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     Look for words and phrases that don’t add meaning to a sentence. 

Deleting or reworking these words and phrases creates clear, crisp, sharply 

focused sentences that flow. Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell in 

their book Focus on Writing provide the following list of these words and 

phrases:  

It is clear that (delete)  

It is a fact that (delete) 

The reason is because (Because)  

The reason is that (Because) 

It is my opinion that (I think, I believe))                      

Due to the fact that (Because) 

Despite the fact that (Although)                   

At the present time (today, currently) 

At that time (Then)                                   

In most cases (usually) 

In order to (to)                                  

In the final analysis (finally) 
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Subsequent to (after)        

     Notice that a number of these phrases end with “that” while others begin 

with “in” or “at.”  When you see these words in a phrase, see if they can be 

replaced with a single, more specific word. Other examples of phrases 

beginning with “in” and “at” listed in The Norton Field Guide to Writing 

include:  at this point in time (now), in spite of the fact (although, though), 

in the event that (if), in view of the fact that (because or since). Notice how 

frequently “because,” “though,” and “although” are used to replace these 

wordy phrases.      

     Look for the word “very” in your writing. The inclusion of this word in your 

writing often means you need to find a more precise word for the word that 

follows the word “very”: She was very smart could be rewritten as She was 

a genius or more specifically, She was a straight A who usually won the 

Science Fair Trophy.      

     When you’ve finished considering the questions above and revising your 

first draft, it’s time to polish your work by checking capitalization, 

punctuation, and grammar.  Having completed that task, your theme is 

finished.  

Congratulations!  
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